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My Son, if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not. 


AN was made a ſociable Creature, capable of con- 
verſing with his Fellow-Creatures, and with an In- 
clination to Society and Converſation. Tis the di- 
I ſtinguiſhing Perfection of Humane Nature from all 
the other Inhabitants of this lower World, and the nobleſt En- 
tertainment of a reaſonable Creature. Solitude and Silence re- 
quire a Self-ſufficiency, enough iti ones ſelf alone, which is proper 
to the Divine Being; but is a moſt uncomfortable and diſagreea- 
ble State to a needy and ſociable Being, that is naturally deſirous, 
as well as ſtands in continual need of the Aſſiſtance of his Fello w- 
Creatures. The Lord God ſaid, tis not good that the Man ſpould 
be alone *, But as the beſt Things in Nature, when perverted 
and corrupted, prove the worſt, and greater Miſchiefs often 
ſpring from the Abuſe of Good, than the Uſe of what is direaly , 
vil; ſo tis here: Society and Converſation that was naturally in- 
nocent and pleaſant, capable of the greateſt Improvements, as 
well as Delights of Life, is frequently made, by the Sins and the - 
Follies of Men, one of the greateſt Snares of Life, and Occafion of 
numberleſs Miſchiefs in the World. And indeed, as the State of 
things lie at preſent, and Mankind are pleaſed to order the 
Matter, there is ſcarce any Converſation in the World, or an 
Buſineſs of Life, without ſome Danger this way, eſpecially to 
younger Perſons : So that I reckon this Subject will be not only - 
proper and ſuitable to. the preſent Occaſion, but of univerſal ©: 
1 5 and of conſiderable Moment and Conſequence ** 
to all. %% Cs EE rl 
The Wordsarc.ſpoken by Solomon, the wiſeſt and moſt experi- 
enced Man, that had the greateſt Gift of natural Wiſdom, and 
largeſt Knowledge and Trial of the World, of any Man that 
ever lived in it: And as they are delivered in the Language ofa a 
Father to his Child, may be conceived to have a more engaging , 
Air; and to come with the greater Authority: My Son, 5f Sor. 1 
ners entice, &c. i. e. Beware of the Snares of evil Company 
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„Ihe Miſchief of Evil Company. © 


FN Plain and eaſy to every one, I ſhall comprize what I have to of- 


| 2 falls out every Day in the World. And fo 'tis no more than if 
; *twere ſaid, When Sinners entice thee ;, As oft as ever this hap- 


think it may fitly be extended to all the Evils of Converſation, 


4s to deface the Idea of God in our Minds, repreſenting him in a 
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In the handling of this Subject, that I may make it the more 


r under theſe 3 general Heads. I. Conſider the Evil it ſelf 


bere caution'd againſt, i. e. the Enticings of Sinners. II. The 
Caution or Warning againſt it; Conſent thou not. III. Conclude 
with proper Counſels and Directions to preſerve from the Infe- 
tion, and recover from the Snarsof evil Company. 5 

I. I ſhall conſider the Evil it ſelf that is cautioned againſt, the 
Enticements of Sinners; A, Son, if Sinners entice thee. Tis 
not an Expreſſion of Doubtfulneſs or Uncertainty ; a remote 
and diſtant Suppoſition of ſomething that may only poſſibly hap- 
pen, or very rarely comes to paſs : But tis the Suppoſition of 
a very common Caſe, of what will certainly come to paſs, and 


pens. You muſt be ſure to expect thus much where-ever you 
| live, and with whomſoever you. converſe. The Devil, the 
great Tempter to Sin, will ſtrongly inſtigate and urge them to 
it, and their own deſperately wicked Hearts will naturally 
prompt and incline them to it. 

In the Management of this part of the Subject, I ſhall enquire 
into 2 Things. 1. What are thoſe Evils to which Sinners en- 
tice ; the more uſual Sins of evil Company. 2. The Nature of 
this Enticing, or how they entice. 2 7 
51. To what Exils: What are the ſpecial Sins of evil Com- 
pany. Some think from the Form of this Expreſſion, M) Son, 
Re. and the foregoing Context, that Enticings from the Duty 
N owe their Parents, is particularly meant: And indeed 
this is an unnatural Wickedneſs, that is often pointed at with 


very great Severity in, the Writings of the wiſe Man. But 1 


Co * 


as tis pot reſtrained by any Reaſon of Things, or any Circum- 
ſtance of the Text: And as we conſiſt of Body and Soul, of 
a reaſonable and a ſenſible Part, accordingly this Evil may be re- 
duced to two Heads. 2 | 

..) Corrupting the Mind with Errour and falſe Principles. 
And of this there are many Sorts, according to the different 
Make and Humour of the Sinners with whum we converſe. The 
; moſt common are either ſuch as reſpec Religion, and the Wor- 
$ 2 of God; or Humanity, civil Government, and common 

life 


| Such as reſpect Religion, are all Acheitick Notions that tend 
to the Denial or the Diſparagement of the Divine Being, and of 
his glorious Perfe&ions; to give wrong Apprehenſions, as well 


falſe 
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more lſe Light, and otherwiſe than he really is; particularly as to 
> to Of. s moſt eſſential and eminent Perfections in the Government of 
| it ele fallen World, his Juſtice and Mercy ; as if he were either 
J. Thel meer Fury, as implacable as the Devil; or eaſy and unconcer- 
nclude ed, and altogether ſuch an one as our ſelves. Such again, are 
e Infe. Ine Principles of Deiſi, denying revealed Religion, and running 
Pov the Authority of the Bible, tho it rectify and fix the tru 

ſt, the Notions of natural Religion, and raiſes and refines the beſt Prin- 

- i 


iples of their own admired Morality, that ever yet appeared in 


emote he World. I might add to theſe the looſe and dangerous Prin- 
y hap-Miples © thoſe that inſult the Divinity of the Redeemer, cavil at 
tion ofMhe Myſteries of Faith, diſpute away the great Inſtitutions of 


and 
than if 
is hap- 
er you 
„ the 
em to 


he Goſpel ; that — the entire Scheme of our Chriſtianity, 

nd, as they are pleaſed to manage the Debate, weaken, if not 
ndermine the Authority of that Book that is the great Ground 

f our Hopes, and only Guide to eternal Life. In ſhort, what- 
dever Notions tend to weaken our Reverence of God, and of 

is Word, and to encourage Security and Sin. gs 


urally MW And as for ſuch as reſpect Humanity, i. e. Civil Government 

nd common Life, I reckon all Principles of Diſloyalty and Re- 
1quire @ellion againſt lawful Rulers, that import any undutiful Diſre- 
rs en- Ipect, or are injurious to the publick Peace; all corrupt Maxims 


ff Trade and Buſineſs; asevading Oaths, Cheating, &c. which | 
re the Myſteries of Iniquity that mingle with every Myſtery of 


Com- Trade. In ſhort, whatſoever tends, tho by a remoter Conſe- 
ſy Son, uence, to weaken the Authority of Government, and the Obli- 
Duty {ations of mutual Duty and mutual Faith among Mankind, eſpe- 
ndeed ially of natural and civil Relations, as between Prince and Peo- 


> with le, Maſters and Servants, Parents and Children. T'll only fur- 
But I ſWher obſerve, That as evil Principles are fruitful of, and even 
ation, Maturally lead to evil Actions, ſo they be, the Mind againſt 
rchm- The propereſt Means of Conviction and Amendment, and tend to 
ul, of ſEmbolden and harden in Sin. Hereupon, | 


be re-  (2.) Debauching their Manners with ſinful Practices. And 
heſe are numberleſs, and differ according to the different Diſpo- 

-iples. ſition of the Sinner: And ſo there is ſcarce any one Evil in all the 

erent World that is not ſome time or other brought into Converſation, 


and that may not be learnt by evil Company. Þll only inſtance 
in ſome more common and notorious Evils of this kind. 

Evil Communication *; ſinful Diſcourſing together, which will 
always be according as the evil Principles, and vicious Inclinati- 


Wor- 
umon 


tend ons of their Mind direct. Thus, for Inſtance, there is _ | 
nd of dle Talking, wretched Impertinencies, and empty Jeſts, the 
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| * 1 Cor. 3. -- _ 
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2 ſpring from no ſettled Principle, or tend to any certain. End; 


| - . which are good, and to be received with Thankſgiving, into 
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meer Chat and Tattle of vain and idle People, that ſeem to 


Improvement, is wholly unprofitable and vain, like an Arrow | 
let fly at all Adventures in the open Air. Cenſorious Talking; 
ſitting in Judgment, and paſſing Sentence upon the Dreſs and 

Behaviour, it may be upon the Hearts and Thoughts of their IR 

Neighbours, and making unkind and ſevere Reflections — un- N 

n 

t 


v 
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and as to any Purpoſes of real Entertainment, as well as ſerious Ia 
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natural and ſpiteful Entertainment) withgthe Sins and Follies, it 
may be with the Afflictions and Misfortuffes of others. Wanton 
and . obſcene Talking: This eſpecially in younger Perſons, that 1G 
are naturally more warm and lively, makes dangerous Impreſſi- YE 
ons, and leaves ill Reliſhes upon the Mind; and by the help of 

wanton Songs, and impure Images and Repreſentations of Things, ht 
debanch the Imagination, corrupt the Paſlions, and pollute the Yar 
Mind. Profane Talk; when Men of profligate Minds, and Fei 
hardened in Sin, talk of the moſt ſacred Things, and of the groſ- 

ſeſt Wickedneſs, with great Irreverence, it may be, with open I tic 
Defiance and Contempt of God, as in cuſtomary Oaths and Cur- th: 
ſes, profane Swearing by the ſacred Name of God, and direful ſ uſ 
Imprecations of Damnation upon themſelves. TT 
Sports and Games. All unlawful or immoderate Recreations I pr 
and Pleaſures of Life, that waſt unreaſonable Meaſures of preci- Nof 
{ ous Time, cauſe great Interruptions and Neglects of the proper 

| Buſineſs of Life, conſume the Subſtance and Eſtate, abate all I of 
| Reliſhesand Impreſſions of Good, and often provoke the angry ICh 
| © Paſſions and fleſhly Luſts; as lewd Plays, promiſcuous Dancing, I ene 
Cards and Dice, &c. - „„ 
nutemperance and Exceſs: Turning the Creatures of God, Ihig 


pois nous Draughts and Feeding without Fear. When, inſtead of Iodi 
relieving and refreſhing their weak and tired Nature, they load em. 
and oppreſs it, gratify the bruitiſh Appetite, and cloud and di- ſer I 


ſturb the nobler Powers of their Souls. When they are mighty IPric 


to drink Wine, and glory in their own and in others Shame; 
ſtriving to drink down others, and to.drown their own Reaſon 
and Senſe ;, deſtroying their Health, and diſpoſing themſelves to 
unnatural Quarrele, and the groſſeſt Impurities. 

Violence and Theft: This is directly referred to in the Text; 
Let us wait for Blood, and lurk privily for the Innocent without 
| Cauſe. -- We ſhall find all precious Subſtance, and fill our Houſes 
with Spoil*. They lie in wait for the harmleſs and unguarded vi 
Traveller, rob him of his Subſtance, and enrich themſelves | 
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de Miſchief of Evil Comp. 
with his Spoil. Such are our High-way-men and Houſe- Brea 
d; Nkers: The Clubs and Cabals of Rogues and Robbers, that ſtick - . 
us at no Villany or Violence to maintain their Luſts, and compaſs: _ 
their ambitious or their deſperate Deſigns. Theſe are ſome of 
the more uſual Miſchiefs of evil Company. EE 
nd S. 2. How they entice : The Nature of this Enticing. Now as 
eir Reaſon and Senſe are the two great Principles and Powers of our 
in- Nature, by which we act our ſelves, and are capable of being 
it moved and acted upoy by others; 1 anſwerably thereto all 
on ¶ the Methods of a Sinnef's Enticing may be reduced to theſe two 


nat General Heads. r. In a way of Diſcourſe. 2. By the Power of 


M- ¶ Example. Both are very powerful and fatal to Multitudes. 
zof (.) In a way of Diſcourſe. And as the principal Powers of an 
gs, humane Soul are the Underſtanding and Will, or the Reaſon 
the and - Affections; ſo Sinners accordingly entice in their Diſcourſe, 
nd Neither by falſe Reaſonings, or flattering Perſwaſionss. 
-of- I, By falſe Reaſoning. Not that there is any thing in the En- 
Den ¶ ticings of Sinners of true Senſe or ſound Reaſon, that is fit tolead 
ur- the Underſtanding, or convince the Reaſon of a Man: but they 
ful uſe the Appearance and Pretence of Reaſon to work upon their 
Minds, an * them to comply; and that either by miſre- 
ons preſenting the Truth, or diſguiſing and colouring over the Evil 
eci- Jof things. | | 5 
per | Sometimes you ſhall find them make groſs - iſrepreſentations 
all Nof the Truth of things; they will repreſent the Commands of 
ory | Chriſt (in ſpite of his expreſs Word, and the conſtant Experi- 
ng, Nence of all good Men) as grievous, and his light and eaſy Toke as 
Jan unnatural Reſtraint, and an intolerable Burden, and fo raiſe 
od, high Prejudices and hard Thoughts in the Minds of Men againſt 
nto ¶ the bleſſed God and ſerious Religion. They ridicule and render 
d of odious all the Forms and Appearances of real, and eſpecially of 
oad eminent Goodneſs; arraign and cry down all Pretenſions to high- 
ler Degrees of Purity, and greater Strictneſs of Life, as arrant 
Pride and Hypocriſie > and throw diſparaging Reflections upon 
the plaineſt Duties o practical Godlineſs, and all the Vertues 
and Graces of the Chriſtian Life. ; 3 
At other times, you ſhall find them diſzuiſing the Evil of 
bog 3 hiding the Deformity of Sin, and covering over with 
alſe Painf the native Uglineſs and the hideous Form, that naked 
and unmasked wou d ſtartle and afright. Nothing is more com- 
mon than for Sinners to recommend by ſuch artfol Diſguiſes the 
vileft Practices and the moſt odious Sins. Under the Pretence © 
of Refreſhment after the Toil and Buſineſs of the Day; or to 
get an Acquaintance, and eſtabliſh an Intereſt in the W orld, they © 
are firſt drawn into the Converſation, and then into the Sins of 


theses 


8 Ib. Miſchief of Evi Ch. 
ſzhe Company. And becauſe younger and more tender Minds 
axe apt to ſtart Objections, and to be a little backward and ſhy, I 
they ſoften the harſher nene, and harder Names of things, 


more eaſy and leſs offenſive ones. Thus they call the moſt 


ſordid Meanness, Warineſs and Thrift; profane Mirth and 
open Looſneſs, the Freedoms of Converſation; and downright i 
Debauchery, by the more plauſible and courtly Name of Plea- 


ſure and .Complaiſance. Thus they ſatisfy the Scruples of the 


_ fearful and unexperienced, and {often their Minds into a more 


ealy Compliance. So the Serpent beguiled Eve, You ſhall not 


ſurely die . There is no ſuch Danger or Harm as you imagine. 


For God doth know that in the day you eat thereof, your Eyes ſhall 
be opened, and you ſhall be as Gods, knowing Good and Evil f. He 
repreſents the forbidden and fatal Evil, as the moſt innocent and 


charming thing in the World: And lo theſe Sinners in the Con- 
text; Let us lurk privily for the Innocent without Cauſe, let us fwal- 


low them up alive as the Grave, and. whole as thoſe that go down to 
the Pit ||, i. e. entire and beyond the Poſlibility of Diſcovery as 
fate and ſecure from being found out as thoſe that are thrown 
down a Precipice, or buried in the Grave. . 

2. By flattering Perſwaſions. Thus negle&ing the ſtricter 
Reaſons of things, or even the plauſible Appearances of Truth, 
they apply themſelves directly to the Afſections. They ſtrike at 
the ruling Pailions, and take hold of the Mind by that more ſure 
and eaſy Handle, and. by alluring Perſwaſions and prefling Soli- 


_ citations, often eaſily flatter and deceive. Foſeph's Miſtreſs ſpoke 


to him day by day*. The Sinners in the Text animate and en- 
courage their Fellows: Come with us, let us wait for Blood f. S0 


the Harlot: With her much fair ſpeaking ſhe cauſed him to yield, 
and with the flattering of her Lips ſbe forc'd him l. And the Apo- 

##tle tells us of ſome, that by good Words and fair Speeches decerve 
, the Heart of the Simple |||, i. e. plain and unwary Perſons. So Sin- 
ners ſometimes prevail with others, by the meer Dint of Impor- 


tunity and Arts of Addreſs ; by often repeating the Exhortati- 


on, by earneſt Expreſſion of Concern ; and high Profeſſions of 


Value and Eſteem : They will tell you with great Civility and 
Kindneſs, how much they value your Converſation, how _ 
table *twill be to all the Company, how loth they are to go with- 


out you, and to loſe the Satisfaction of ſo agreeable a Companion. 


I might further add under this Head; the lighter Exerciſes of 


Wit is with ſome an engaging Method of Enticing to Sin. Not 
that true Wit any more than right Reaſon has any ill Influence 


: * Gen. 3.4. F Ver. 8. Ver. 11 12. . * Gen.; 410. Ver. g 
11. || Chap. 7. 21. ||| Rom. 16.18. N ” 75 40 
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ſhy, Yor unfriendly aſpe& upon the Cauſe of Vertue and Religion, how 
gs, ver tis — — to ſo ill a Service. But 
noſt tis uſually by meer Flaſhes, and even Froth of lighter Wits, oy 3 
and ERailery and Banter, artificial Mockery, and ingenious Reproachz 
ght they make younger Perſons aſhamed of themſelvęs, and lang 
lea · Nmodeſt Perſons out of Countenance, Many are firſt invieglec 


ith the Arts of witty Sinners, with the Airs of their 1 
ion, the Turns of Language, the Pleaſantneſs: er Severity 


59 


bed as the Hony-Comb, and her Mouth was. ſmoother than Oil 
She had the Charms and Graces of Speech, and the Powers, 
Eloquence and Perſwraſion. And by this Means one witty Perſon 


wal · ¶ reſt of the Company, will make a ſportful Entertainment to 
n to many, and ſpread the pleaſing Infe&ion round about him. 


» as (2.) By the Power of Example. And this is the moſt; uſual and 


wn FN prevailing Method of all, and moſt agreeable to the ether Prin- 
ciple of our Nature, Senſe. The Examples of Sinners have 


cer i ſtrong Influence and various Advantages. ©. For Inſtance, 


uth, Examples are ſenſible things, and entice and draw in a mtu 
te at way. Nothing has ſo great à Force: upon humane Nature, or io 
ſure generally prevails in the World, as the Example of others. Hence 
zoli-W it has been always found, that the Power of Example will pret 
pole ail againſt the wiſeſt Precepts, and the ſtricteſt ganctions and 


— 
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their Reflections; like Solomon's Harlot that yas not. only ſubzle 
of Heart *, i. e. a cunning and witty Perſon > but her Lip dropt 


on · I that happens to have little more Senſe and Ingenuity, than th 


en · Obligations of Laws,and we {ee by ſad Experience every day how | 


Sof eafily Men break through all, Encloſures and Reſtraints, to line 
eld, i at large, and be free and unconfined. Examples are near them, 
Apo- and always preſent ; they lie low, and ar upon ꝗ Level to: the 
eve meaneſt Capacity; they ſtrike powerfully upoh/ the gtoſſer Senſe 


Sin · ¶ that is the prevailing Principle with moſt, and ſtrongly move ö 


por · I and excite to Imitation, and will very eaſily prevail againſt the 
tatr Reaſon and Conviction of their own Minds ang the Power and 
Authority of others to the contrary. So Alam ent the forbidden 


Counſel an | 
Original Government, and after wards frequently run into Ido- 
Jlatry, by the meer Exa 7 85 of the Heathen Nations round about 
them. In ſhort, the Infection of Sin ſpreads like the Plague, and 
oth is conveyed like ſome natural Diſtempers, by the Converſation. 
© Beſides, they prevail by their Numbers. When there is a great 
— many of them. 1 Countenance and Auchority to 
Ver. things otherwiſe ' abſurd land contrary to Mens own Inclination. 


r —_— — > 3 
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| offf Chap. 7. 10. + Chap. 5. 3. f 


Fruit per you much by the Power of Eve's Example, asbyher + 
d Advice. And the Children of Mual firſt changed their 


Gene- . 


more ſafe and pleaſant a way. And indeed there are ſo many 
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10 ' The Miſchief of Evil Company. . 
General Cuſtom will at any time not only take off the natural Mhz 
Reproach and Diſgrace, but even _ a Value, and derive a ſar 
Repute upon very ſinful and ridiculous Actions. It ſhall be rec- N 
koned for Inſtance a reputable thing to ſwear by their Maker, or cl 
run into open Exceſſes, - becauſe tis faſhionable, and the Genera- N ar 
ii lity do ſo. Men are diſpoſed to walk in the broad way, becauſe IL 
many go therein; they are ſure of a great deal of Company; and Wa 
| naturally follow the Multitude to do Iniquity. The Truth of it is, 
there is ſcarce any thing Men ſeem to be more afraid of, than 
being ſingular, and to differ from others about them, and I con- 
feels in lawful and innocent things, tis a needleſs Preciſeneſs, and 
a nauſeous Vanity: But Men carry this Principle fo far as to run I pe 
into forbidden and deſtructive Paths, in Complaiſanee to their 
Company, and will not ſtrike out of the common Road, or walk 
in a more private or leſs frequented Path, tho? it be never ſo much 


Clubs and Cabals of Sinners get together in almoſt every Place, 
that *tis extremely difficult to be ſingularly good, and requires 
2 confirmed Vertue to withſtand their Force. They draw in all] in 
about them; and like the imaginary Vortex's, ſuck into them · I ſte 
ſelves whatſoever comes within their Influence and Reach. w. 
But eſpecially if Authority be added to Numbers. If it be the gr 
Examples of our Superious; ſuch as we profeſs to value and rec · th 
kon better than our ſelves. This arms the Example of others Di 
with a mighty Force, and renders it almoſt irreſiſtible, like aff it; 
Load-ftone armed with Steel. If Children ſee their Parents run ¶ fo! 
into Sin, or Servants their Maſters, in private Families; if they an 
ſe them careleſs of Religion, looſe in their Lives, extravagant] ani 
or profane, how eaſily do they learn it by meer Example. Even Qi 
little Children will learn the Language of Hell as they do their an 
_ Mother-Tongue, by hearing others talk about them; and I could} 
tell you of ſome that have ſeemed to ſuck it in with their Milk, Er 
and have liſped out their broken Curſes and Oaths before they Ax 
could 2 plain: How eaſily are Subjects lead into open Pro- the 

faneneſs and general Debauchery, in Imitation of their Prince and co! 
Rulers, as we feel the ill Effects to this day of a notorious Inftanceſl * 
of this ſort, above 30 Vears ago. Younger. Perſons are power - ſha 
fully ſwa yed by the prevailing Example of thoſe they reverence] ſha 
and admire, and will be brought to ſubmit to the meaneſt Com- Re 
pliances and baſeft Luſts, becauſe, forſooth, other Gentlemen,, 
perhaps the Generality of Men of Figure and Condition in the] Sin 
World do ſo. Who yet it may be have nothing ſo eminent in] in 
them as their Folly, and are more diſtinguiſhed by their Vices| Pr: 
than by their Quality ES 
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happen to ſuit our own Sentiments and Inclinations. 
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are not only adorn'd with Parts and Wit, and recommended by 


Numbers and Authority, which will oftentimes prevail againſt In- 


clination and Intereſt too; but eſpecially when they are pleaſing, 
and ſtrike in with our own Corruptions, with the predominant 


Luſt or the prevailing Intereſt, then tis like ſweet Poiſon in a plea- 


fant Vehicle that is wallowed down with a greedy Pleaſure. This 
ives the greateſt Advantage to evil Examples that there are Seeds 
of ſuitable Corruption within, that like rank Weeds naturall 


grow and ſpread without the Labour of the Husbandman. And 


'tis no wonder Men are drawn to the Commiſſion of Sin by ſo 


powerful an Engine, to which they are themſelves fo 9 in- 


clined. Such as generally prevail with them, and are difficultly 
withſtood, as ſinful Pleaſures, Games, &c. So the Devil eaſil 
prevail'd with Judas to betray his Lord, becauſe he was a Thief, 
and bore the Bag. 
having loved this 2 World. © | 
I ſhall only ob 

in an inſenſible manner. They begin with lower Inſtances, and 
ſteal upon us by undiſcerned Degrees. No Sinner is compleatly 
wicked all at once; there are many riſing Steps by which they 
gradually aſcend before they arrive to great Proficiencies, and to 
the higheſt Perfection in Sin. Thus Men firſt learn to loſe the 


Dread of Sin, before they venture upon the free Commiſſion of 


it; they loſe the Reverence of God, and the Fear of an Oath, be- 
fore they come to curſe and ſwear; and to drink more freely, 
and repeat the Frolick before they grow cuſtomary Drunkards 
and perfect Sots. And ſo by daily Converſation and frequent Pra- 
ctice, they run through all the Scenes of Wickedneſs in the World, 
and grow at length to Impudence in Sin, and Hardneſs of Heart. 

II. I am to conſider the Warning or Caution it ſelf againſt the 
Enticements of Sinners; Conſent thou not, i. e. not only mental 
Approbation, but practical Compliance. Now here I ſhall do 


theſe two things; 1. Conſider the Reaſons why we ſhould nor 


conſent, 2. Repreſent the Danger of Conſenting. 


S. 1. Conſider the Reaſons why we ſhould not conſent. And 1 


ſhall argue the Reaſonableneſs of this out of the Text, and we 
ſhall find every Term of the Text a very pregnant Topick of 
Reaſon to this Purpoſe, For Inſtance, | . 

(1.) Conſider the Character of the Perſons that do entice. JF 
Sinners entice thee. Now that is the moſt diſgraceful Character 


in the Language of the Wiſe Man, and eſpecially of this Book of 
Proverbs. Sinners are called Fools; and Sinner and Foolare 
made equivalent Expreſſions, and mean one and the ſame thing. _ 
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xamples of others are alſo N and f 
hen they 


And Demas was drawn to forſake the Apoſtles, 
erve further, that Examples work gradually, and 
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A Companion of Fools fhall be deſtreyeu *. And Fools made a mock of 

im f. And ſpeaking of younger Sinners; I beheld among the fim- 
ple ones, and diſcerned among the Youths a young Man void 7 On- 
, derftanding '\, Sinners in the Pride of their own Hearts, and their 
| great Civility to others, think themſelves the only wiſe Perſons, 
| 7 = OY 1,” Ars Deer —— _ _ 22 
With them. They look upon ſerious humble circumſpect Chri- 
li! Rtians, as a Company of tame cowardly preciſe Fools. + But tis 

the Sinner is the F 85 in the more dual and righteous Eftimar 
| ff the wiſe God, and of the wiſeſt of Men. Sinners act the groſ 
| eſt Abſurdities, the moſt unreaſonable things in the World; be- 
| lo the Capacity and Dine of a reaſonable Soul; againſt theit 
[ 


|| trueſt and higheſt Intereſt. They negle& the Care of an immor- 
kal Spirit for the ſake of a frail and periſhing Body; the infinite- 
ly important Concerns of an eternal World, for the Pleaſures and nj 


A rifles, which Men call the Buſineſs of this World. And accord-WFi 
i;  WMply we find that holy Men that have tried both ſides, and are 
| the moſt competent Judges, have- owned their own Folly, and 


condemned themſelves. So did the holy Pſalmiſt: So fooliſh and 
yi zgnorant was I, I was as a Beaſt before thee 1 And the humble | 
CTonfeſſion of holy Agar ) Surely I am more brutiſh than any Man, an. 
nud have not the Underſtanding of a Man |. 7 
And will yon liften to Fools? Will you ſuffer your ſelves to be wi 
under the Influence and Direction of Men void of Underſtanding, ſſtic: 
That act ſo unreaſonable a part in their own Concerns ? Are they are 
it to preſcribe to others, that betray ſo great Weakneſs, and of ma 
ill conduct themſel ves? | FT 
2.) Conlider the Nature of the Evil to which they entice. I Sin 
Sinners entice thee, i. e. Either from thy Duty, or into Sin; ei- too 
Ther negative or poſitive Sin. Now Sin is the greateſt Evil in theſ by 
| World, and is the only thing that is naturally and eſſentially el I 
Vi; that is Evil in its ewn Nature, and has nothing elſe but thy 
EVvxil in it. Conſider it either with reſpe& to God or to your thi 
ſelves. Tis a direct Contrariety to the bleſſed God, the Foun- / 
| tain of Perfection and Felicity; the Spring of Life and Being, the ſer 
| laſt End, and chiefeſt Good of the Creation. Eſpecially tis aff of 
FI 


Contradiction to his glorious Holineſs, the Purity of the Divineſſ flue 
Nature; the Brightneſs and Beauty of all his Perfections. Tis af He. 
Breach of his righteous Law, and fo a Contempt of his Sovereign of t 
Authority, daring his Omnipotence and Juſtice, trampling un AQ 
der foot the wiſe and gracious Conſtitutions of Heaven for the Vic 
' -Good of the World. „ 2 
| © Beſides, If you conſider it with reſpe& to your ſelves ; tis not] tos 
f | 6 
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only the moſt ſcandalous and reproachful, but the moſt ruinous and 
n Tis a degrading our noble Natures, gratifying 
he lower Appetites, and the vileſt Paſſions of our Natures, 
make Men not only Fools but Beaſts. How many by mean and 
bruitiſn Luſts bear a much nearer- Reſemblance to Goats and 
Swine, than vertuous, or even reaſonable Souls? And is it nok 
atally deſtructive to the beſt Intereſt of Body and Soul, f 
he loved and admired Body, that is ſo carefully pampered and 
adorned, as well as of the precious neglected Soul; to the trueſt . 
Intereſts of this World, as well as the other, z.e. the Favour of 
God, and the Eſteem of the Wiſe and Good? In ſhort, it brings 
heit under the deepeſt Guilt, and expoſes to Hell, ES 
10r- Now conſent not to the Enticements of Sinners, for tis the 
ite-Mereateſt Wrong and Unrighteouſneſs, the moſt unworthy and 
and injurious thing in all the World. Tis to embrace a Viper, and a 
ord- Fiend of Hell, that will eat out thy Bowels, and ſting thee to 
are [Death. What you cannot but condemn and diſown in your 
andflwiſer Reaſon and cooler Thoughts; what you will be ſure to 
and wiſh undone, and cannot bur be ſorry for at laſt. | x 
able (3.) Conſider their Enticing. The word ſignifies to allure 
lan, ſand deceive. There is no Reality and Truth in all the Enticings 

Jof Sinners, they cannot make good their Pretences. The Event 
obe] will betray, and Experience will contradi& them all. The En- 
ing, ticements of Sinners are like the Temptations of the Devil, that 
theyſare repreſented by Devices, Wiles, and Stratagems. There are 
1 {of many Arts and great Guile, fair Appearances and Propoſals of 
Pleaſure and Advantage; but 'tis all Deceit; Snares for the 
Simple, they are beguiled as the Serpent beguiled Eve. He was 
too cunning for her, and cheated her with fair and falſe Pretences, 
by wrong Repreſentations, and downright Falſhood. =. 

Now, if Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not; don't ſuffer 
thy ſelf to be impoſed upon by ſuch wretched Sophiſtry, and ſo 
thin an Appearance; ben'tdeluded by meer Artifice and Deceit.- 

(4.) I might argue from the Conſideration of your own Cn. 
, theſ ent. Conſent is willing, the free Approbation and Compliance 
tis af of the Soul. Tis matter of Choice; and tho 'tis under the In- 
vineſſ| fluence: and Direction of the Father of Spirits, who turns the 
[is A] Heart as the Rivers of Waters are turned; yet as to all the Powers 
eignſ] of the Creature, of Men and Devils, tis the free and unconſtrained 
un Act of the Soul. Sinners cannot force your Conſent, or offer any 
the Violence to your Mind. No not the Devil himſelf, nor all the De- 
I vils in Hell can force a Mind. They can only entice and tempt 
not to Sin; propoſe ſuitable Objects, and proper Baits, and ſollicite 
A end perſwade; but they can't make you conſent whether vou 
30.2. ] will or no, and do what you can to the contrary : For then we 
nf . „ © ſhould 
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14 . The Miſchief of Evil Compary © 
ſhould lie at the Mercy of the Devil and wicked Men, and ſhould 
do nothing elſe but fin as 10ng as we live; and that were a fad 
and miſerable Condition indeed. 3j; 0 
So that if you conſent, tis the free Choice of your own Minds. 
Tou chooſe the Evil, and refuſe the Good. A reſolute Denial 
would eafily baffle a powerful Aſſault, and very alluring Entice- 
ments to an obſtinate Reſiſtance, would be like poiſon'd Arrows 
{ ſhot againſt ſtone Walls, eaſily blunted and repelled. And will 
| | you yield to ſo dangerous an Evil, under ſo ſlight a Diſguiſe, 
| 


I 


| when you zzayrefule, and all they can do cannot ate you conſent, 
s 2. Repreſent the Danger of Conſenting ; the great Miſchiefs 
that accrue. by 155 | 
F..) You bring Guilt upon your own Souls. You become 
| Partakers with them of their Sin. When thou ſaweft a Thief, then 
tho conſentedft with him, and haſt been Partaker with Adulterers &. 
;{ You have Fellomſbip f with them in the unfruitful Works of Dark. 
'* neſs. Lis their Sin to entice you to Sin; as the Temptations of 
the Devil; the Injection of evil CR or Inſtigation to evil 
Actions, are his Sin. But tis only his Sin if he dont prevail, 
tho it may be our Unhappineſs and Trouble. The Enticement 
of Eve to eat the forbidden Fruit, would have been nevertheleſs 
his Sin, had ſhe refuſed to conſent. And twas undoubtedly his 
Sin to tempt our bleſſed Lord, tho he was able to make no Im- 
preſſion, and prevailed nothing. So 'tis their Sin to entice, 
whether they prevail or no; but tis theirs only, if we refuſe our 
Conſent. The Guilt reſts on one Side, and we are innocent. 
and clear; which was exactly the Caſe of Joſeph under the En- 
ticements of his Miſtreſs ||. | 
But now by conſenting to their Enticements, we make the Sin 
our own. By conſenting to Sin thou makeſt thy ſelf a Sinner. 
Every Temptation of another thou complieſt with, thou draweſt i 
a Guilt upon thy own Head. So that as thou valueſt thy own h 
Innocence and Peace, if thou regardeſt the Purity and Safety of x 
thy own Soul, when Sinners entice thee, conſent thou not. * 0 
2.) Hereby alſo you heighten and encreaſe their Guilt who — | 
entice you to Sin. ?Tis indeed their Sin to entice, but if you re-! * 
fuſe to conſent, their Sin is hereby the leſs, as well as your own IIe 
Innocence ſecure. They will be only chargeable with their own 
ſinful Act, their Enticing you to Sin: But if you conſent to their. 
Enticement, and are drawn thereby to the Commiſſion of Sin, F O 
they are brought under a further Guilr, and chargeable with the Y 
Sin to which they entice you. There is a Partnerſhip of Guilt . 
on each ſide; as you become Partakers of their Sin, by ſinning 
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The Miſchief of Evil Company, 5 
ith them, ſo they are Partakers of your Guilt, as the Tempters 
nd Occafions of it; ſo Jeroboam is often charged with making all 
ſrael fin. They ſhare in all the Guilt you contract 5 their En- 
icement: And this uſually runs a great Length. How much 
uilt is contracted between them both before they have done, 
by the mutual Enticements and Conſent of evil Companions. 
One thing draws on another, and they eaſily run beyond all 
Bounds, and exceed their firſt Deſigns. 11 
So that whereas you think to gratify and oblige thoſe to whom 
you conſent, you d them in reality the greateſt Unkindneſs and 
urt. You wound and ſtab the Soul of another Man, as well as 
your own, whenever you conſent to {in with them. He draws 
you into the Commiſſion of Sin, and you draw him under a 
great deal of the Guilt of it. So that if he is your Friend, or 
one whom you pretend to value and love, that entices you to 
Win, conſent thou not, for his. Sake, as well as thy own, as you 
alue and regard the Sinner himſelf, 5 „„ 
(3.) By this means you give them an eaſier Admiſſion into your 
Souls, and an entire Aſcendant over you. When they have pre- 
ailed upon you, and gained your Conſent, they are encouraged 
to venture again, and grow more bold in their Attempts, and 
ore ſecure of Succeſs. When once you have broke thro' the Re- 
raints of natural Modeſty, violated the Principles of Education, 
ſhook off the Checks of Shame and Fear; you lie open to all the 
Inroads of Temptations, and become like a City without Walls, 
or a wide Gap in a broken Hedge, that is liable to any eaſy Sur- 
prize, and where every ranging Beaſt of Peey enters in, and 
makes waſte, You will no longer be able to reſiſt and withſtand 
them, and become an eaſy Prey to every Enticement. You will 
loſe the Liberty and Dominion of your own Spirit, and lie at 
he Mercy of every one that will be at the pains to tempt you, 
and become at length perfect Slaves to the Humours and the 
MLuſts of other Men, at the Call and Direction of every artificial 
Nod or Beck, or Wink. As the Wiſe Man ſpeaks of the Fool, 
hom the Harlot with much fair ſpeaking cauſed to yield; He 
pes after her ſtrait may, as an Ox to the ſlaughter, or a Fool to the 
orreftion of the Stocks , that has no ſenſe where he is going, or 


Power to reſiſt. | 45 

You'll certainly find it by fad Experience, the oftner you con- 
ſent to their Enticements, the eaſier they'll gain your Conſent; 
and by long Cuſtom, and frequent Succels, get at length the en- 
tire V and Dominion over you. 2 the Reins out 
Jof your own Hands, and they can lead and turn you which way 
with lde ver they pleaſe. N (＋0 Here- 
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16 Mie Miſchief of Evil Company. 1 

C..) Hereupon you will contract Habits of Sin, and grow the 
more bold in the Commiſſion of it. What was before more 

rarely committed, and it may be with ſome Reluctance of Mind, 
becomes at length familiar and eaſy, and grows at laſt natural and 
neceſſary; they can't live without it, and often ſin when they don't 
know it. And as by frequent Acts they firſt contract the Habit 


of Sin, (which is as a ſecond Nature within them) fo a contractedi. 


Habit naturally leads to frequent Commiſſion. By often conſen- 
ting they loſe all Remainders of natural Tenderneſs, and grow 
bold and ſecure. They can embrace an Evil with Delight, that (e 
before they-ſtarted at the Sight of; and roll the poiſonous Sweet 
-under the Tongue, that gave Horrour to their Thoughts Anda 
as Hazael told Elia, when he propheſied of his Cruelty to Ara. 
el, when he ſhould be King of Syria; Is thy Servant a Dog, that 
he ſhould do this. So they often run into the Commiſſion of thoſe 
Sins, that they could never have believed concerning themſelves, 
and that no one elſe would ever have thought concerning them; 
even to the higheſt Improvements of Sin and open Boldneſs, and 
Tmpudence in it; to be Scorners of Goodneſs, and Enticers of 
others to Evil; to Greedineſs in the Commiſſion, and Gloryingſ 
in their Shame; not only doing the ſame things, but having Plea 


fſiure in them that do them *. e | 
.) This will render your Recovery exceeding difficult 
Rooted Habits, that have been gradually growing up, and are 
arrived to Maturity, are very difficultly broken and overcome 
They require an extraordinary Power of Divine Grace, and 
cauſe many a ſevere Smart and bitter Pang; like tearing -up an 
old Tree by the Roots, that has ſtuck deep, and ſpread wide un 
der Ground. Can the Ethiopian change his Skin, or the Leopard hi 
Spots, then may you that are accuſtomed to do Evil, learn to do Well i 
Eſpecially when Sinners fall under Hardneſs of Heart, and 
ſeared Mind, and that both in a natural and a judicial way 
When they contract Hardneſs by Habits, and become dy long 
ll. Cuſtom like the beaten Road. Or when they are given up bf 
I! God to their own Hardneſs, and deſerted of the Succours of Di 
vine Grace; ſo that they can bear the plaineſt Reproofs withoul 
Concern, deſpiſe the moſt powerful Means of their Recovery. 
They are deaf, as Adders, to the loudeſt Calls and the ſweeteſt 
Charms of Divine Mercy; and hard and inſenſible as the'nethet 
Milſtone, to all' the Strivings of the Spirit of God, and all thi 

| Impreſſions of Means. | Ts EDT 1 el Goth 3 HG 24 | 5 
They are bewitched, as well as'enſnared, by the Enticement 
[1:8 of Sinners, and cannot be per ſwaded to quit their ald Compani 
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Tie Miſchief f Evil Companun. 1 
xs, and their wofted Courſe, by all their Hopes of Heaven, and al! 
V theſe Terrors of the Lord. They are joined to their Idols, and need on 
more the awful Permiſſion, Let them alone, to render their Caſe incura- 

le, and ſet them beyond the Hopes of Relief. So that in this Caſe 
e may ſay of evil Company, as the wiſe Man does of the Harlots. 
heceits; Her Houſe inclines to Death, and her Path to the Dead; None 
at go unto her return again, neither take they hold of the Path of Life &. 
e. comparatively none, exceeding few, that go ſo far, ever reco- 
Mer themſelves from the dangerous Snare. *Tis a moſt deplorable 
"Waſe when a Sinner is brought to this paſs ; rendered inſenſible to 


2rOWHeans, and forſaken of Divine Grace. | __ 
that (6.) It will render your final Ruin extremely terrible, if you ben't 
weet covered. The Conſequence is .xuinous and deſtructive. They lie in 
And ait for their own Blood, they lurk privily'for their own Life F : 4 Come. 


.ſ:nion of Fools ſhall be deſtroy du. If you fin with them, you muit pe- 
ſh with them too, and be Partakers with them of their Plagues, as 


thoſe ell as of their Crimes. And let me tell you, evil Companions on 
elve arch will be very ill Company in Hell; the moſt witty and admired a- 


Pong your Fellow-Sinners vill be the moſt unwelcome and diſagreable; 
We moſt merry and jovial, will become the moſt diſcontented, the 
Moſt reſtleſs, the moſt furious and revengeful. They will mutually 
pbraid and torment one another; O thou curſed Creature, will the 
Reluded Sinner: ſay, that firſt, enticed me to fin, that drew me into 
e fatal Snare. O that I had never once ſeen thy Face on Earth, that 
had never contracted a Friendſhip, or conceived any Opinion of 
ee. If it had not been for thy Enticement, I might have eſcaped 
His dreadful Miſery, and obtained eternal Happineſs ; but now mult, 
lie for ever in theſe raging Flames and reſtleſs Torments,. with. the 
Devil and his Angels, upon thy account. On the other hand, the 
Witicing Sinner will have reaſon to ſay ; © O thou wretched and fooliſh 
Wreature, that conſentedit to my Enticements, O why didſt thou nor 
fuſe? I had been more eaſy in this Place of Torment, if thou hadſt 
ot been ſo fooliſh to conſent. I had then only bore the Puniſhment. 
my own Sin, but now muſt 1ſutfer for the Sin; ro which Ienticed 
ee, and my eternal Torments muſt be aggravated: for thy ſake. For 
is reaſon ſome think the rich Man in the Parable deſired one from 
We Dead might be ſent to his Five Brethren on Earth, leſt they alſo - 
Due into that Place of  Torments, i. e. to aggravate his Miſery, 
; oy had —_ them to fin, or been one of their ſinful Companions 
I Fartn l. ä 1 1 „ 
III. I am to propoſe proper Counſels and Directions. And to render 
Wis the more ſuitable to every Caſe, and ſo the more effectual, I ſhall, 
Fonfider you all either as ſuch as have never conſented, or at leaſt, 
"ave been recovered ; or elle as ſuch who have conſented, and lie 
Inder the Snare. I have ſomething briefly to offer to ea. 
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ls Prov. 2. 18, 19. 7 Ver. 18. 1 Chap. 133 20. 5 i att 
El See 2 very ſerious and judicious Diſcourſe on this Subject, by Mrs: 
wn of Portſmouth, rafled, & Caveat againſt Evil Company. 
Ss 15 | . . . OS „ "£03 4A { i „ 81. | a 
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ſtituted to the Unworthy and the Vile. 
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is The Miſchief of Evil Cp, 
| 8 "that have not cohfentéd, that have retained:theit 
Innocence, or are recovered from the Snare; I would juſt propoſe t 
proper Means of their Freſervatioo . 
(I.) Beware of needleſs Familiarity: and Friendſhip with Sinners 
| Indeed 28 the World now ſtands, *tis next to impoſſible not to co 
verſe. with Sinners, and indeed is not required. I wrote to you nol 
10 company with Fornicators, yet not altogether. with the Fornicators of 
#his World, or Covetous, or Extortioners-, for then muſt you needs go ou 
f the World *. | SOD #07. 
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The Obligations of natural and civil Relations, and of the: neceſſa | 


t. As to thoſe 


ifineſs and Affairs of Life, may make i ſometimes, - very 


fit and unavoidable to keep Company with very wicked and ſcanda 
 Jous Perſons, And when tis at the Call of Providence, and in the 
way of Duty, we may fafely venture, and may humbly expect to be 
preſerved. But beware of choſen Society, and needleſs Familiarity 
of converſing with Sinners without a ſufficient Cauſe, or any valuable 
End, with Frequency, Freedom and Delight. Don't make an ope 
Sinner a Boſom-Priend, or an intimate Companion of Life's ' eſpecially 
4 wicked Profeſſor of Religion. Enter not into the Path of the Wicked 
au go not in the Way of evil Men F, And the Apoſtle requires; 4 a 
, an is called a Brother, with ſuch, uo not to eat. The Infectic 
Vill eaſily ſpread” by the Freedoms ef Converſation, and you wi 
catch it before you are aware. And the you owe Civility to eve 
Man, yer Friendſhip is matter of Chöice, and is too ſacred to be pre 
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() Watch againſt the firſt Beginnings of this Evil. - When thi®. 


Company begin to break thro? the Bounds of Sobriety-and Religion, « 


break in upon the Rules of Deceney and good Manners; be alarmed 


into a Senſe of Danger. Watch againſt the early Tendency and di 
ſtant Approaches of Sin. By dallying and playing with the Tempta 


tion, many have been eaſily enſnared and drawn before they are a. 
Ware to Conſent and Commiſſion too. If they grow rude and pro- 
„Hane, fly the Company if you can; or if there is no other way of Se 
[#18 n if it muſt be ſo, ſingly proteſt againſt the Wicked 
Ii nefs of it. Let their Wickedneſs kindle a holy Indignation, and fir 
your Soul with a Divine Zeal, Fear not the Faces, and value not 


tte Favour of fooliſh Sinners, how numerous and great ſoever, tha 


don't reverence the great God, and are not afraid of Hell. 
(3.) Fortify your Hearts againſt their Enticements. Vou mayn't 
always be able to avoid the Company of Sinners, or prevent the 
breaking out of Sin; but go armed into evil Company, and be al 
ways; upon your Guard. Summon in the Syccours of Reaf6r and ſe 
rious Thoughts; ſteel your Mind with holy Reſolution ; eſpecially 
awe your Souls with a Senſe of the Divine Prefence. hw fball I d 
zhis Wickedneſs, and fin againſt God ||; not only againſt his holy'Law, 
bur under his obſerving Eye. - Go- inte-the Company. of Sinner 


when Providence directs the Courſe, as you would $9 mong infected 


Perſons, or into a noiſom Air, not without ſome 6 


Teſervative about 


i Corr $- 10, f Prey, 4. 14, Gen. 3% 5. 
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be. Myſchief; of Evil Company, 18 
u, againſi the catching, Plague, and the hugtful Vapqurs that riſe 
n unde about . ee e © ag hr -. 
(4.) Aociate your ſelves with Righteons Perſons. A 77 3 
Jools, /ball he deſtroy d, but he that walketh with wiſe, Men ſball be wiſe x. 
here is no need of abſolute Solitude, of abandoning all Society, 
d retiring out of the World, and dwelling in the Cells and 
„oyſters of Monks and Hermits; for that were to run from the E 
my, that is to be overcome. You might carry the Infectien with vou, 
meet with much of it there. And the World is not yet ſo deſolate 
„ad forſaken of all Good, that there are none to be found fit to con- 
Piſe with, There is here and there a humble, a wiſe, and a ver- 
ous Perſon. Eſteem the Righteous; more excellent than his Neighbour. 
ek out the moſt chearful, upright, experienced Perſons. Make them 
Fur choſen and eſteemed Friends, that are the Friends of God, and 
ecious in the fight of the Lord. Whoſe Hearts are entirely devoted 
od, wioſe Speech is ſeaſoned with Salt, miniſtring Grace to the 
earers, and whoſe Converſation tends to the Improvement of Know- 
age, and Beitering of your Spirits; and I will add, is not leſs eaſie 
ad delightful than that of Sinners, but much more uſeful and ſafe. 
nd indeed there is no ſuch pleaſant Company on Earth, as the Con- 
rſation.of wiſe and vertuous Perſons. | 3 
(J.) Shun JIdleneſs, and be always ſuitably imploy'd in your pro- 
er Buſineſs, Evil Company, like the evil One, go ſtroling up and 
own the Earth, ſeeking to get a Prey, and always find the greateſt 
dvantage aver idle Perſons, Idleneſs and Sloth is a Temptation to 
Je Tempter, aud. an Enticement to Sinners to intice you, Tis the 
irful- Parent and indulgent Nurſe of every hateful Vice. | 
Be diligent: in the Duties of your reſpective Callings. Be always 
- Wployed: in fame innocent and uſeful Work, that you may be able 
lay of evil Company, and of the evil One, as the Excellent Calvin 
id of His Lord; I am reſolv'd when he comes, he ſball never find me 
“FF 1 Reap L220; 3 
(6.) And above all, Beg continual Help from Heaven. The divine 
race is the only Security, and Prayer the laſt Refuge for your Safety. 
Fo Sinners entice and preſs thy Conſent ? Does the tempting Oben Sat 
nile, and is thy treacherous Heart ready to yield? Dart up a ters” 
nt Deſire to Heaven, Call in Succour from above, Engage Gd 
your ſide; | Sau will you fix your wandering Heart, recruit your 
Fiating Spirits, charm away the Tempter, and preſerve your ſelves 
Im the: moſt powerful Aſſault. 5 N 
5. 2. As to thaſe that have.conſented to the Enticements of Sin- 
rs, and lie under the Snare, I. ſhall only beg leave, in order to 
eir Recovery, to ſuggeſt the following Hints of Direction. 
Be deeply humble before God, under the Senſe of your great Guilt, 
iſtinctly repreſent the Matter to your own Minds, freely acknow- 
ipe it before God, with all its Aggràvations; heartily bewail the 
evalence of Corruption, and mourn over your own Folly ; O fool - 
and. wretched Creature, that ever I ſhou'd conſent to the Eu- 
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e ele N ebe "IM 
' et" Sinners, 26d offend and difſtivridur my Geb The 
| rie | a wrong Mx Int — Fre ath; 
B ne evi 9 001 . Y: . f 
© Again; Immediately quit your evil Company 3 elſe you d do 
1 - thing.” is a fruitleſs 404 4 prenicions thing to gioan undet the $ 
it of Sin, and pretend a great deal of Sorrow, while you retajn-3 
* crer Lx ing, and return again to FoHy. '' And nothing tends m 
Mirabel ang Security, than trifling with Conſcience, and fiifling! ul 
Convictions of your Minds. You muſt not expect to bei de RV 
from Evil, while you lead your ſelves into Temptation. Take C 
Com e to a Point, Fofm a ſer ious Reſolut ion under the Pon - 
5 a Pb Conviction, that by the Grace of God, from this Da 
ward, you” will never go among your . wicked Companiotis 
ore. Let them flout and! jeer, ler them ſcorn and revile. Ca 
you deſpiſe the Laughter of Fools ? Is it not eaſier to bea their in 
rent Scorn and Rage at preſent; than be tormented with them 
Fen and weep, and wail, and gnaſh the Teeth for TO" 15 Fi 
the Fool iſo and lice; and go in the May of Underſtanding. k 53 
Again; Attend to the Call of Reavenly Wi — and the Inſtx 
ions of his Word: - Wiſdom crieth, ſhe uttereth her Voice, how id 1 
ye ſimdle will you love Simplicity; Scor ners . in Scorning,- and Foo 
hate Knowle: pet. Turn ye at my: Reproof, 1 will pour out my 'Spirit; g 
mate known my Words unto You: Þ And in another Place; Doris 
 Wiſttom cry, and Underſtanding gu for forth her Voice. Uinto zou, O þ 
FTeall, and ny Voice is to the Sons of Men. O. ye Simple: ae 
Viſdom, and Fools be of an underſtanding Heart. Hear, I will 
of excellent Things. Do Sinners entice, - and ddess not: tfie 
- Feſus, the eternal Wiſdom of the Father, graciouſſy inuite? Do 5 
latter, and does not he promiſe? Do they urge and importune, an 
does not his Spirit flrive, and work ? Regard the kind and earn 
Calls of che Bleſſed Jeſus, as your Encouragement and -Warrank 
and oppoſe them to all the Arts and Enticements of Sinners, and 
the iſcoBragements and Fe: ear of . ar guilty: and miſ-givil 
| r 4 13 2:47 44 IU 
— * To conclude, Earnefily beg healing and N " Grace: QD 
w Iniquity for tis great. Heal my diſeaſed Soul. - Redtifie n 
ordered Powers. Create in me a clean Heart ; and renew a right Spi 
- within mne. Let they Grace be always ſufficient for mes: Lean not 
" your own Underſtanding, or your vw Strength, if ever i you hop 
'to prevail, or expect to be ſafe. Let your entire Dependãnce ai 
Jp ectation, be upon the Almighty: Grace of God, that can recoy® 
1 Gut of the Snare; and is only able, and: bleſſed be God, is effec 
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